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Media Information

The Grand Kick-off of “The 1st Hong Kong Net Song Contest”
 Passionate Original Music Compositions   Supported by Local Top Singer-Song-Writers
(20 October 2005 ── Hong Kong) Riding on its integrated music portal, [image: image2.jpg]WT music.com



, New World Telecommunications Limited’s (“NWT”) [image: image3.jpg]


 today joined hands with Zenith Events Corporation Ltd, the Organizer of Asia Game Show and Digital Entertainment Expo 2005, and New World Centre to officially kick off “The 1st Hong Kong Net Song Contest”. With its extensive support to original music creations on the Internet, the Contest sets a real performance stage for amateur singers and composers to showcase their talents and artistry, unleashing the power of online music. 

The first-of-its-kind Net Song Contest has already won the enthusiastic support of a galaxy of popular local singer/song writer artistes - Endy Chow, Justin, Eric Kwok, Ricky Fan and Pong Nan. Not only did the stars share their experience of, and insights into, song composition and performance during the inaugural ceremony, but also encouraged local music makers to enter the Contest by uploading their work to the unique sharing room at NWTmusic.com. The result is sure to be a city-wide fest of original music creation delivered over the Internet! 
The first concert of the Contest is being held at the New World Plaza in Tsimshatsui on 23 Oct 2005. It will feature the first-ever live performances of the eight contestants who win the highest number of votes placed by music fans.

“NWT’s NetTalk Digital Telephony and NWTmusic.com have been at the forefront of innovation on  the local digital music scene. By organizing “The 1st Hong Kong Net Song Contest’, we aim to bond talented music composers together and provide a real performance stage for them to showcase their original music creations and meet their fans. In addition, all music lovers can now participate in the Contest by casting their votes for their favourite songs at NWTmusic.com,” said York Mok, Vice President, Marketing of NWT.
Mok added, “We are delighted to have these five singer/song-writers to join us in today’s Kick-off Ceremony. Their achievements and talents, which are well recognized in the local music industry, would provide invaluable career pointers for our contestants. We believe that the Contest will definitely accelerate the development of original music creations in Hong Kong.”

“The digital entertainment develops rapidly around the globe, which extensively affects and penetrates into various elements of our daily lives, ranging from technology, Internet, TV broadcasting, movies, games, advertisements to music and education. We are glad to witness that the productions of Hong Kong digital entertainment industry are gradually recognized by the internal market while our local creative industry has gained its leading role in Asia. The 1st Hong Kong Net Song Contest promotes original music compositions, intellectual property and thus applications of digital technologies. The Contest not only extends the boundaries of music creations, but also increases the public’s awareness and acceptance of original music creations. With the theme “Digital Your Life”, Asia Game Show and Digital Entertainment Expo 2005 acts as a wide, variety platform for related industries to showcase their digital entertainment products and services, help them explore new market and gain opportunities worldwide and regionally. What’s more, the show will enrich public consumers’ knowledge on digital products and the latest information technology,” said Mr Gary Fung, Managing Director of Zenith Events Corporation Ltd, the Organizer of Asia Game Show and Digital Entertainment Expo 2005.
NWTmusic.com combines the power of broadband, music and radio broadcasting to deliver a collection of music, entertainment contents and consumption. It aims to promote legal music downloads and bring online surfers experiences of compelling, diversified music.
For details about “The 1st Hong Kong Net Song Contest”, please click on www.nwtmuic.com or www.agsdee.com or call 2133 3399 for enquiry.

- End -
About New World Telecommunications Limited

Established in 1995, New World Telecom (NWT) is a member of New World Development Company Ltd. Backed by its advanced Next Generation Network, NWT has evolved from a traditional telecom carrier into a next generation IP and telecom service provider offering wide spectrum of unparalleled integrated communications solutions, applications and content services, such as broadband, IP telephony, VPN, IPLC, system integration, wireless solutions, local and international voice services, etc.

NWT has continuously expanded its business coverage by investing in both local and international network infrastructure, and establishing bilateral partnerships with more than 140 global incumbents and major carriers. In addition, NWT has obtained appropriate facility-based licenses and has established Point-of-Presence facilities and offices in strategically selected countries and regions, including the US, Taiwan, the UK and Singapore.
For details, please visit www.newworldtel.com

About Zenith Events Corporation Limited

Zenith Events Corporation Ltd. focuses on creating powerful marketing events for buyers and sellers to connect face-to-face through major expos and conferences.  Zenith targets to make use of its extensive resources in the region to help customers understand and succeed in the fast changing and complex Asian markets, as well as creating new opportunities for local players to explore the global marketplace.

Established in Hong Kong, with branch offices in Beijing, Shanghai and Singapore, and a partner network that spans USA, Korea, Japan, Taiwan and Malaysia, Zenith also assists government organizations, professional associations/institutions, MNCs and local companies alike to launch and manage a diversity of events from product launches, customers programs, channel conferences, training seminars, sales promotion to any tailor-designed marketing programs in Asia.
For details, please visit www.agsdee.com
About New World Centre
New World Centre is located at the Tsimshatsui promenade neighbouring the renowned tourist spot Avenue of Stars and the well-established cultural buildings namely Hong Kong Cultural Centre, Hong Kong Museum of Art and Hong Kong Space Museum. With 2,500,000 square feet of gross floor area, the shopping mall offers an array of exquisite fashion and home collections blended with variable choices of eastern and western cuisines. Together with its grade A office buildings, beautifully styled hotel and prestigious service apartment, which combines the superb panoramic harbour view and excellent links to public transportation such as East Rail, MTR, bus, mini-bus and Star Ferry, the mall definitely serves as a quintessential shopping and entertainment spot for tourists.

Please visit www.nwc.com.hk for more details.
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Details of “The 1st Hong Kong Net Song Contest”

From now till 16 Dec, all music lovers can enter the Contest by registering as members and uploading their own compositions in MP3 or WMA format to the sharing room at NWTmusic.com. The 12 entrants with the highest votes will be entitled to enter the Finale at the 4th Asia Game Show and Digital Entertainment Expo 2005 in Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre on 23 Dec, competing for the champion, 1st and 2nd runners-up, in addition to the prizes of The Best Composing, The Best Lyric and The Best Performance. In addition to an endorsement contract, the champion, the winners of the 1st and 2nd runner-up winners will respectively receive HK$10,000, HK$5,000 and HK$3,000. What’s more, all finalists will be entitled to receive NetTalk Digital Telephony (NetTalk) and 009 IDD service FREE for 1 year.

To enable them to showcase their talents to the public, contestants with the highest number of votes will be invited to perform their compositions at three outdoor concerts in New World Plaza in Tsimshatsui on 23 Oct, 30 Oct and 13 Nov respectively. In each concert, one contestant will be selected as The Best Performance, and will win 1-year FREE service of NetTalk and 009 IDD.

Lovers of original music creations are welcome to join the Contest by registering as members and voting for their favourite entrants at NWTmusic.com. Existing and trial customers of NetTalk are able to vote and show their support via NetTalk iCommunicator or the hardware phone set.

All voters of the Contest will automatically enter the grand lucky draw of “Who’s the Champion?” to win a SamsungYP-T8ZB MP3 Player as the grand prize, a Samsong YP-F1XW MP3 Player and a Samsung YP-F1VW MP3 Player. These three winners will also be entitlted to 1-year FREE service of NetTalk and 009 IDD. 

Meanwhile, all existing NetTalk’s customers (trial customers not included) will enter the 2nd round of lucky draw. Three winners in this stage will, respectively, receive a Levono PC or notebook as the 1st prize, an O2 XDA II mini PDA mobile phone and a Samsung HT-DS420 Home Theatre Audio Set. These three winners will also enjoy the service of NetTalk and 009 IDD for free for 1 year.

To encourage participation, new NetTalk customers can enjoy a 5-day FREE trial service of NetTalk iCommunicator. For details, please click on nettalk.nwtbb.com.

NWTmusic.com combines the power of broadband, music and radio broadcasting to deliver a collection of music, entertainment contents and consumption. It aims to promote legal music downloads and bring online surfers experiences of compelling, diversified music.
For details about “The 1st Hong Kong Net Song Contest”, please click on www.nwtmuic.com or www.agsdee.com or call 2133 3399 for enquiry.
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