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New World Telecom and Yahoo! Hong Kong Expand Cooperation with the Launch of ‘NetTalk for Yahoo! Hong Kong Messenger’ 
Asia’s first VoIP integration into Yahoo! Messenger to

deliver richer experience to web surfers 

HONG KONG, 30 November 2004 – New World Telecom (NWT) and Yahoo! Hong Kong announced the launch of “NetTalkTM for Yahoo! Hong Kong Messenger”, integrating NWT bb [image: image3.jpg]


 service into Yahoo! Hong Kong’s popular Instant Messaging platform. This is the first VoIP integration into Yahoo! Messenger in Asia that enhances the way people communicate. Building on a partnership first announced in June this year, NWT and Yahoo! Hong Kong are joining forces to give Internet users a rich, converged communications experience on a single platform. 

With “NetTalk for Yahoo! Hong Kong Messenger”, users can now make two-way voice calls while they are online from their PC to any fixed line or mobile number and vice versa.  Downloadable from messenger.yahoo.com.hk as an integrated software package, the new service integrates user’s home communications with entertainment essentials into one platform, including phone calls, webcam, online radio, online games, text chat and instant messaging. 

Yahoo! Hong Kong Messenger users can now enjoy compelling voice communication capability of “NetTalk for Yahoo! Hong Kong Messenger” with the same quality as a fixed telephone line. With a unique, personal telephone number, users are able to keep in constant touch with their online buddies with privacy. 

“NetTalk for Yahoo! Hong Kong Messenger” is the next step in NWT’s continuing evolution as a New Generation Broadband service provider. Through our cooperation with Yahoo! Hong Kong, our customers will now own a private communication number and have access to an enriched converged multimedia communication experience. We are confident that this new service will be rapidly adopted by the active user base of Yahoo! Hong Kong Messenger,” said William Kwan, Chief Operating Officer, NWT.

“Broadband telephony is a highly promising business, especially in Hong Kong where over a third of the population is active users of the Internet. We are happy to take our cooperation with NWT to the next level through the launch of “NetTalk for Yahoo! Hong Kong Messenger”. NWT’s NetTalk service can leverage Yahoo! Hong Kong’s leading position as the most trafficked Internet destination and will effectively enable our users to reach beyond the Internet world and into traditional telephony networks. Our users can now make and receive phone calls using one single Yahoo! Messenger interface,” said Alfred Tsoi, General Manager, Yahoo! Hong Kong.

NWT will offer free trial of “NetTalk for Yahoo! Hong Kong Messenger” service from now until 31 December 2004, with highly affordable monthly charge of HK$39 per month thereafter. For a family of four, NWT will offer an attractive package of HK$100 a month.

To further enhance the value of Yahoo! Hong Kong and NWT bb consumer services, NWT and Yahoo! Hong Kong will also offer new NWT bb customers a 3-month free Yahoo! Hong Kong Personals Premium service package (雅虎香港友緣人至尊友緣人服務). 

Launched in October, NWT bb NetTalk features an Internet personal communicator for Web surfers to enjoy voice communications over the Internet and PSTN. NWT bb NetTalk delivers a wide range of functions for voice communications, including virtual phone book, call divert when busy or unavailable, call history, call conferencing, voice messaging and "Follow-Me" call forwarding. 

About New World Telecom

New World Telecom, a subsidiary of New World Development Company Ltd., was inaugurated in July 1995. With a vision to become a leading provider of global telecommunications services, NWT has continuously expanded its business coverage by investing in both local and international network infrastructure, and establishing bilateral partnerships with 100 global incumbent and major carriers. In addition, NWT has obtained appropriate facility-based licenses and has established Point-of-Presence facilities and offices in strategically selected countries and regions including the US, Taiwan, the UK and Singapore. 

With its proven record of success and a strong customer-focused philosophy, NWT delivers innovative and high quality integrated communications, managed services and business solutions to create unparalleled value for its customers and business partners in Hong Kong, Greater China and beyond.

For details, please visit www.newworldtel.com.

About Yahoo! Hong Kong

Yahoo! Hong Kong is part of Yahoo! Inc's global network. Yahoo! Inc is a leading provider of comprehensive online products and services to customers and businesses worldwide. Yahoo! is the No. 1 Internet brand globally and the most trafficked Internet destination worldwide. Headquartered in Sunnyvale, California, Yahoo!'s global network includes 25 world properties and is available in 13 languages.

Photo galleries and soft copies of this press release can be downloaded from:

http://www.shoutasia.com/nwt
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