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New World Telecom and Metro Broadcast Team Up to Unveil 

Hong Kong’s Pioneering Music Portal – [image: image3.jpg]WT music.com




Promoting Legal Music Downloads and 

Opening up a New Horizon of Online Music
HONG KONG, 20 December 2004 - New World Telecommunications Ltd (NWT) and Metro Broadcast Corporation Limited (Metro) today jointly announced the launch of [image: image4.jpg]WT music.com



, a pioneering online music portal designed to promote legal music downloads and innovative online music entertainment by combining the power of broadband and radio broadcasting.

An innovative online music platform, NWTmusic.com brings a full array of enriched and diversified online music entertainment to web surfers and music lovers. To celebrate the launch of NWTmusic.com, NWT and Metro today co-organised a mini concert, “Music @live”, at World Trade Centre in Causeway Bay.  With great support from the record industry, the Launch Ceremony and the mini concert featured numerous top, popular singers, namely Joey Yung, Edmond Leung, Shawn Yue, Jade Kwan, Fong Shu-Leung, Edwin Siu, Eric Kwok, Hins Cheung, Juno Mak, Ping Pung, Pong Nan, Fiona Sit, Endy Chow, Vangie Tang, etc. To encourage their fans to download music legally, NWTmusic.com will provide parts of the live performance at the mini concert for free downloads.

“A recent research report shows that over 70% of Internet activities are related to online entertainment, of which more than 90% take place within different online communities. Leveraging on Metro’s leading market position in the broadcasting industry, and its strong ties with major entertainment and music players, we hope to make NWTmusic.com the most popular music portal in the city within a short time,” said William Kwan, Chief Operating Officer of NWT.

“Extending our service from radio broadcasting to the Internet, Metro maintains its commitment in advancing the music industry. We are aware that the entire industry is now suffering from rampant privacy and illegal online downloading. The birth of NWTmusic.com marks a significant step in promoting a healthy music culture and raising awareness of intellectual property among consumers,” said Daniel Chu, Channel Director of Metro Showbiz.

To add some fizz to the Christmas and New Year season, NWTmusic.com is unveiling a unique “e-Card” service, enabling users to extend their blessings to their loved ones by including their favourite pop song from a collection of the “Metro New Songs Favourite Hits” along with greetings. “Metro New Songs Favourite Hits” is a special zone on NWTmusic.com, marking the commitment by both NWT and Metro to boost the growth of the music industry, and thanking record companies for their tremendous support for the music portal. By using the “e-Card” service, customers are having opportunities to participate in the “NWTmusic DJ Wayne Online” jukebox session, where DJ Wayne Kwok will share senders’ greetings with the audience from 2pm to 4pm from Monday to Friday on Metro Showbiz. 

Sending a unique e-Card via NWTmusic.com costs only HK$8. 

NWTmusic.com represents the first step by NWT to enter the world of online entertainment, following the launch of its “NetTalk” service in early November. It also marks a milestone in NWT’s evolution from a traditional telecom carrier to a Next Generation Broadband Service Provider delivering a wide spectrum of innovative, quality applications, entertainment and content services to enhance customers’ communications experiences.

“More and more exciting applications will soon be added to the NWTmusic.com. In addition to music downloads, we will soon open this music platform to all music lovers to enable them to showcase their masterpieces, and exchange views via the Internet. We are committed to connecting online music communities, changing music consumption habits, and using music to enrich the lives of our customers. We believe that NWTmusic.com will not only strengthen our status as the Next Generation Broadband service provider, but also provide us with a new revenue stream,” added William Kwan.
About New World Telecommunications Limited

Established in 1995, New World Telecom (NWT) is a member of New World Development Company Ltd. Backed by its advanced Next Generation Network, NWT has evolved from a traditional telecom carrier into a Next Generation Broadband Service Provider offering a wide spectrum of unparalleled integrated communication solutions, applications and content services such as broadband, IP telephony, VPN, IPLC, system integration, wireless solutions, local and international voice services. 

NWT has continuously expanded its business coverage by investing in both local and international network infrastructure, and establishing bilateral partnerships with 100 global incumbent and major carriers. In addition, NWT has obtained appropriate facility-based licenses and has established Point-of-Presence facilities and offices in strategically selected countries and regions including the US, Taiwan, the UK and Singapore.

For details, please visit www.newworldtel.com.

About Metro Broadcast Corporation Limited

Metro Broadcast Corporation Limited ("Metro") went on air in July 1991.  Metro currently operates three channels, namely Metro Finance (FM104), Metro Showbiz (FM 99.7) and Metro Plus (AM 1044).

Showbiz gives the hottest round-the-clock entertainment news to audiences. Kicking off broadcast on January 22, 2001, Metro Showbiz is a pioneer in radio history as it provides up-to-the-minute entertainment information on an hourly basis. With Metro Showbiz, entertainment will be an integral part of audiences' life. Entertainment news and social news are treated on the same footing with an aim to improving audiences' quality of life. Embracing life with non-stop entertainment, this is Metro Showbiz.

The set up of Metro Showbiz is to deliver a positive and entertaining message to the Hong Kong family, to lighten the hearts of the listening public.
Photo galleries and soft copy of this press release can be downloaded from:

www.NWTmusic.com
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